
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
     

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 

 

Lincoln Envirotown Trust Newsletter 
March 2010 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the Selwyn District Council and other local 
enviro “towns” that are associated with LET (Rolleston, 
Prebbleton, Springston and Leeston), we have formed a 
“Selwyn Earth Hour Committee”. We have planned a number of 
events and activities, starting with the week leading up to Earth 
Hour (8.30-9.30pm on the 27th March). See details below.  Details 
will also be advertised in the Council Call. 
 

 STOP PRESS! Film competition deadline extended to 22
nd
 

March 

 

A week of events 22
nd

 -27
th
 

March! 



 

EARTH HOUR, SHARE THE POWER 

Earth Hour (8.30-9.30pm, Sat 27 March) is when households turn off their lights 
and unnecessary appliances to promote energy conservation and sustainable living. 

Many will join like-minded others to “share the power” at Earth Hour events throughout the 

Selwyn district. All events free unless stated.  
Date Event Where 

Mon, 22 March 
(EXTENDED 

DEADLINE) 

Earth Hour Short Video (10 seconds to 10 
minutes) Competition closes. Categories for 

individuals, groups, children, businesses 

District wide 
Contacts:  

Tom Ferguson 325 7717 
Sue Jarvis 329 5858  

22nd March , and 

25th March 
11.30am -
12noon  

Landcare Walk the Talk Tours. See why 

Landcare Research got the trophy for 
sustainable practices in energy, waste 
management, recycling, and procurement. 

Meet at Fleming reception off 

Gerald Street , Lincoln at 11.30am 

22nd, 23rd and 

26th March 
12.30-1pm 

Council Walk the Talk Tours. See why 

the Selwyn District Council building in 
Rolleston has won awards for energy-
efficient design 

Meet at the Council reception desk, 

Norman Kirk Drive off Rolleston 
Drive, Rolleston 

Mon-Sat, 22-27 
March from 7.30 
pm 

Earth Hour Skywatching. Instead of the 
usual $6 fee, the Canterbury Astronomy 
Society will ask only a gold coin donation.  

R.F.Joyce Memorial Observatory, 
Bell’s Road, West Melton. Map on 
their web site: www.cas.org.nz  

Mon-Sat, 22-27 
March daytime 

Earth Hour Displays by Landcare 
Research - low energy LED lighting 

 

Selwyn libraries: 22nd and 27th 
Lincoln; 23rd Rolleston; 24th 
Darfield; 25 Leeston; 26th Lincoln 

University Library. 

Mon-Sat, 22-27 
March daytime 

CarboNZero - how to reduce your carbon 
footprint – learn to use the household 
calculator 

Selwyn libraries: Lincoln, Darfield, 
Rolleston, Leeston  

Mon-Sat, 22-27 
March 

Earth Hour Pledge card – pledge what 
you will do to save energy 

Sign up and go in the prize draw at 
Selwyn libraries and Earth Hour 
events. 

   

Fri, 26 March Earth Hour Video Competition 
Screening & Awards, preceded by talk by 

Kathryn Hailes from CarboNZero on how to 

reduce your carbon footprint. Followed by 
light refreshments. 

Rolleston Community Centre 
7.00pm  

26-27 March 
daytime 

Electric Car Conversion – see the 
Voltmotive electric car converted from a 
normal petrol engine car. 

• 26th Rolleston New World 4pm–
7pm 

• 27th Lincoln New World 10am -

1pm 
• 27th Malvern Show, Sheffield   

Sat, 27 March, 

5pm  

Earth Hour picnic, followed by Torch 

Light Walk at 8.30pm 

Prebbleton Nature Reserve 

Sat, 27 March 
8.30-9.30 pm 

Earth Hour Torchlight Walk 
 

Rolleston meet at Rolleston 
Community centre 

Sat, 27 March 
8.30-9.30 pm 

Earth Hour Coffee by Candlelight 
Earth Hour Dinner by Candlelight 

Lincoln Coffee Culture 
Monkey Spices Rolleston Square 

Sat, 27 March  
8pm till late 

Earth Hour Barn Dance. $10 per person, 
children under 14 free, with caregivers.  

Lincoln Community Centre 
Tickets from Selwyn libraries and 

Sue Jarvis 329 5858.  

27 March 
8.30-9.30 pm 

Earth Hour Blackout Your place? 

   

People to contact for more information on local events:  Lincoln: Sue Jarvis, 329 5858 (Lincoln Envirotown); 
Rolleston: Nicole Bührs 347 9339 (Rolleston Envirotown); Prebbleton: Nicola Willett, 349 7990 (Prebbleton Enviro-

village); Leeston: Alison Boon, 324 3532 (Leeston Enviro Town) events to be advised; Springston: Arnia 

Southworth 329 5757 (Springston Enviro-Community); Selwyn District Council: Rowan Taylor. 

Follow up event: Energy Efficient Homes Bus Tour 2
nd
 May Contact: Rose Spijkerman 3296446 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Help Needed: Parents - are you interested in helping to coordinate the kids club this year? 
Please contact Sue for more information on 329 5858. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you can help, at any time, please ring Denis on 325 2806. He needs all the help he can get! Just an 

hour of your time would make a difference to this community asset.   

Friends of Mahoe 
If you want to be on the email contact list for Mahoe planting days and working bees, let us know. 

If you have any spare time during the week, we still need lots of people to help with the maintenance.  
 
We hold regular working bee on the 1st

 Sunday of the month at 2.00pm (but not April as it is Easter Sunday). 
Please join us.  Bring your own tools such as spades. For more information ring Denis on 325 2806. The Mahoe 
Reserve is a native restoration project in Boundary Road next to the Lincoln Golf Course. If you can help at another 

 

 

 

SELWYN FARMERS & CRAFT MARKET 
Summer Season: Now on Every Saturday 10am -1pm 
at the green space next to Lincoln Community Centre. 
New stalls include Asparagus, Jewellery, Art Work, Veg, Eggs, Gluten Free baking, Vegetable 
plants, Fish and Gourmet Nuts. 
New stalls starting Nov. include ‘A Slice of Heaven’ baking & Organic Veg. 
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR MARKET  
New stallholders contact Debbie on 3295757 
For a FREE fundraising stall contact Joy on 3257497 or Jill on 3256133 
 
 

 
Thanks to all those who came to the 
March working bee.  

 

And thanks to Denis’s dog, he 
may have been digging for 
rats, or perhaps just having 
fun! 

Check out our Web site! 
www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz 

Here you can check out back issues of our newsletters, find sustainability links 
and much more. Please let us know what information you would like. 

NEW!  WE NOW HAVE A FORUM WHERE YOU CAN POST YOUR QUESTIONS 
AND COMMENTS AND GET FEEDBACK FROM OTHERS – TRY IT OUT! 

 
 



 

time, just let us know. The new access way will be planted with natives in the autumn. The main planting day will 
probably be 6

th
 June with a barbecue – pencil that date in to your diary! 

 
 

Mahoe Reserve Committee 
You are also welcome to join the Mahoe management committee. Only a few meetings a year!  Contact Sue on 329 
5858 or sue.jarvis(at)orcon.net.nz for information. 
 
 

The Lincoln Community Garden 
James Street in the Maternity Hospital Grounds– if you haven’t joined in yet, come 

along! 
We would love to have you involved! 

         
If you haven’t met Paul, our garden coordinator yet, come along and say “hello” and share a cuppa. Come 
and learn about gardening, come and share your knowledge with others. 
 
Open garden days 

9.00am -12.00pm and 4.00pm -6.00pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
Educational tours available for groups and individuals outside these hours by arrangement. 
 
If you come by car, please DO NOT drive into the hospital grounds, park on the road and walk quietly around to the 
left. The garden is the section to the left of the hospital. 
 
Ring Paul for further information on 022 0 10 20 60 or email to LincolnCommunityGarden@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Paul Rutherford, the garden coordinator, 
talking about the gardens 
 

 

Lincoln Community Care 
visited the gardens for 
morning tea on the 10th March 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Get Involved! 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

You don’t live in Lincoln but would like to make a difference? 
There are Sustainability Groups in other communities:  

 
ROLLESTON ENVIROTOWN (RET) 
"A better environment starts with you"  
 
Exciting developments are underway with the Rolleston Envirotown Market. Their produce and craft 
market held in Rolleston Square, second Sunday of the month 10.00am -1.00pm. Please contact RET  if 
you wish to have a stall.  If you are interested in getting involved in the Rolleston Community Garden on 

Rolleston Combined Church land, corner William Street and Brookside Road, contact Nicole or 
Catherine. 
They would welcome more residents to their group. Interested in joining? Email Nicole 

tonicermu@gmail.com or phone Catherine 347 8240 

 

 
 
SPRINGSTON 
Do you live in the Springston Area? 
 
The Springston group has decided on a name: Springston Enviro-Community and logo design 
competition is underway.  Let us know your ideas. They already have a web site. 
www.springstonenvirocommunity.webs.com Have a look and suggest what you would like on it to 
web manager, Tom. 
 
The group is of all ages from high school students upwards. They have decided to start with a 
survey of the local community to find out what they would like, the draft of which has been written.  
We invite any one interested in contributing to the ideas for actions, or just to meet people, to 
come to the next meeting. For more information ring Arnia on 329 5757 or email 
arnianz@hotmail.com 
  
 
LEESTON ENVIRO TOWN 
. 
Leeston’s coordinator is Sara Russell and she welcomes your involvement and ideas.  Contact her on 03 
324 3949or 027 291 4925 or email russellsaraj@gmail.com 
 
 

 

PREBBLETON ENVIRO-VILLAGE is a small but enthusiastic group, inspired by the 
work of Lincoln Envirotown trust. The group was formed in early 2009 and the number of 
Prebbleton residents supporting the concept has been steadily growing.  

We have a number of sub-committees and interest groups – let us know if you would like 
to join groups interested in energy generation, water conservation, native biodiversity, 
children’s environmental education, reducing light pollution (starlight project) and many 
other groups – you could start one! Our energy generation group is collecting 
information about the feasibility of wind and solar generation, which will eventually be 

available on our web site. 



 

 
We are enormously grateful for the support encouragement and assistance that we have received from Sue 
Jarvis and the Lincoln Envirotown Trust in establishing Prebbleton Enviro-Village. 
 
Contact Details 
If you would like to find out more about Prebbleton Enviro-Village please call Nicola Willett on 3497990 or 
email n.willett@xtra.co.nz 
 
WEST MELTON or TAI TAPU 
If you live in West Melton or Tai Tapu we are hoping to arrange an initial meeting soon. If you are 
interested contact Sue on 329 5858 
 
The Lincoln Envirotown Trust is providing support to these communities as they get 
underway with their sustainability plans. 
 
If you live in another community and  would like help to get a group started, contact Sue. 
 
We also help other communities outside the Selwyn area. 
 
 
 

Other useful stuff! 
Thinking of building? Try PET bottles! 
http://www.temasactuales.com/temasblog/environmental-protection/more-construction-with-pet-
bottles/   
Too much “stuff” at you place? Watch this! 
http://www.storyofstuff.com/ 
 

Lincoln Area Native Planting Guide 
  

Ever wondered which native New Zealand plants might add that special something to your landscaping?  A 
new Lincoln planting guide written for LET with help from Landcare Research and Lincoln University that 
will help with basic background information and planting suggestions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

u p  

 

This guide will help you decide which native plants are suitable for 
your garden. It gives ideas for shrubberies, hedges, pergolas, 
herbaceous borders, native lawns, rock gardens and rain gardens. 
Ecosourced natives are much more likely to survive in our local 
conditions, without as much care and watering as non-natives. Be 
part of the Greenway Canterbury movement aiming to spread 
corridors of natives from the mountains to the sea so that our 
threatened native plants and animals have somewhere to live and can 
move from one habitat to the next. This guide is available from the 
Lincoln Library and Lincoln CRT Real Estate for $2.00. It is also 
available as a downloadable file from our web site: 
www.lincolnenvirotown.org.nz  
 

Lincoln Envirotown Trust Meetings – get involved, meet 
like-minded people 
 

LET meetings are normally held the FIRST MONDAY of each month at 7:30pm 
in the Lincoln Community Centre on Gerald Street.  For more information please 
contact Sue Jarvis, 329-5858 or sue.jarvis(at)orcon.net.nz.  

 

NEXT meeting is 29th March (instead of the April meeting as it falls 
on Easter Monday). All welcome.  

A speaker programme is part of our aim to be a role model for other communities and provide help 
and support for them to progress towards sustainability. If you would like a speaker for your group or 
community contact Sue on 329 5858. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THE GARDENERS FORUM 
 

Do you want to learn about gardening –‘how to’ and ‘when’? 
 Are you an experienced gardener and willing to pass on your knowledge to others? 
Want to get to know  others who enjoy gardening? 

                      
  Then come along to the Gardeners Forum 

 We meet monthly on a Wednesday evening with garden visits at the weekend.  If you’d 
like to join us or find out more please ring: Nancy 3252 602 or Jo 3498 678. 

LOCAVORES WEBSITE Simon O'Sullivan has made a website that is dedicated 
to "locavores" (people who eat locally grown food), and his goal is to try and encourage eating 
locally produced food. It works kind of like Trademe but people who grow extra 
produce from their gardens/farms can list it to give away/swap/sell. People 
can then go on the site and from a given location search for produce within 
a radius from that location. The website is free to use. 
Simon also hopes that neighbours who have their own vegetable gardens will meet through the 
site and be able to swap food.  The website address is:  www.locavore365.org 
 

Fed up with all that junk mail but still want to receive the local papers?  
Collect one of our mail box stickers from the Lincoln Library for a gold coin, or contact us 
 

 

 

Borrow the LET Cent-a-meter  
 

The LET Cent-a-meter is a tool that assists homeowners with information about their own energy use. The Cent-
a-meter is available from LET for five or more dollars donation and a $100 refundable deposit. If interested, 
contact Sue Jarvis at 329-5858. 

 

Backyard Biodiversity in 
Canterbury 

This is booklet is available FREE 
from the Lincoln Library and 

other Selwyn libraries on request. 
It is also downloadable as a pdf 
from the LET web site from the 

resources page. 

The Springs Road/Gerald Street Plant&Food corner native planting – 
urgently needs weeding. Can you help? Contact Sue on 3295858 
 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

  



 

Events to put in your diary (details in this newsletter):  
 
Friends of the Mahoe Reserve monthly working bees: 1st Sunday of the month at 2.00 pm. 
Next 2nd May (no April working bee) 
 
Earth Hour: 8.30-9.30, 27

th
 March – Turn off! Come to Coffee by Candle Light at Lincoln 

Coffee Culture – or to the barn dance 
 
Earth Hour week events: Many events see details in this news letter! 
 
27

th
 March: Earth Hour barn dance – pick up your dancing shoes, turn off your lights and 

come along! Great band- Bantam Opera 
Where:   Lincoln Community Centre Gerald St 
When: 27th March, 8.00 pm 
Who: the whole family 
Cost: $10 a ticket, children under 14 with parents free. Tickets from us or Lincoln Library. 
What to bring: Please bring a plate of finger food to share for supper, whatever you wish to 
drink and your own glass 
Why: To celebrate Earth hour and energy savings (turn off your lights and everything on 
standby and come out and have fun) 
 
Film Competition (deadline now 22nd March) – entry form at end of newsletter 

 
Check out Council Call and our web site for more information and more events in Selwyn. 
 
LET Meeting: Usually the FIRST MONDAY of the month 
Next LET meeting: March 29th (no April meeting as falls on Easter Monday) 
Save energy by shopping locally: Lincoln Farmers Market (every Saturday) and 
Rolleston EnviroTown Market: the second Sunday of the month 10.00am -1.00pm Rolleston 
Square.  
 
2nd May: Another Energy Efficient Homes Bus Tour. Let us know if you are interested.  



 

Selwyn Earth Hour Video Competition 
Make a short video (no more than 10 minutes) that contains an environmental 
sustainability or energy conservation theme.  

Entry deadline: 22nd March.  Prizes and a film evening for the winning entries. 

Entries can be from children, adults, businesses, schools or other groups.  

Please deliver or send your entry to:  Earth Hour Video Competition 

 Selwyn District Council 

 2 Norman Kirk Drive, Rolleston 7614 

 PO Box 90, Rolleston 7643  

 

For more information, contact: Sue Jarvis 329 5858 or Tom Ferguson 325 7717  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING DETAILS WITH YOUR ENTRY: 

Name: __________________________________  Email: _______________________ 

Contact address: ________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________  Mobile: ______________________________  

TYPE OF ENTRY:  

� Individual (if child, state age) ___________________________________________ 
� Group (e.g. school, community, youth) ___________________________________ 

� Business (name of business) ___________________________________________ 

� Other _____________________________________________________________ 

Title of your video: _______________________________________________ 

Short summary: _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________  

I give permission for this film to be shown as part of Earth Hour 2010  

Name: _________________________________   Date:  __________________ 

 

Signature: __________________________________                    


